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Summary: There is no doubt that education system tries to change the accent from informative to  

formative approaches by placing the learner in the center of the process and by bringing closer 

the learning experience to the real life.  
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 In our opinion, active learning and formative assessment go hand by hand during modern 

educational process, concerning the involvement of students-centered methods.  

 Specialists think that active learning is the key in conferring a new role to the learner 

during the learning process. Some ideas of Bonwell and Eison (1991) are edifying: 

• "“Students participate when they are doing something besides passively listening."  

• “It relates to the three learning domains referred to as knowledge, skills and attitudes 

(KSA)” 

• “Active learning engages students in two aspects – doing things and thinking about the 

things they are doing.” 

• “Active learning is the opposite of passive learning, it is learner-centered, not teacher-

centered.” 

In our opinion, active learning is something like that you can go in a trip instead to listen  

a story about it. The learner changes the role of receiver with the role of maker, even the role of 

transmitter and the teacher doesn’t teach but prepares the lesson like a trip. Active learning is 

when the learners act more than the teacher during the lesson, teacher speaks a little but thinks 

the sequences of lesson and conducts the steps of learning.  Learners can take different roles 

(teacher, researcher, discoverer, inventor, etc.) which help them to tackle information and 

knowledge in an active manner and to develop new skills. 

 The advantages of active learning are very important in the nowadays context. There are 

social and economic premises for this approach, so every citizen has to be able to:  to take the 

initiative, to assume the responsibility, to involve by own accord, to be active and creative, to be 

flexible and adaptable, to use a huge personal potential, to perform at a high level. 

 We can find out some educational priorities in order to approach active learning in 

school: the need to confer an active role to all students; the need to change teaching in learning 

process; the avoidance to  put learners in passive role; teacher as a guide not a master; lesson as a 

bit of life not an abstract theory; learner as a discoverer not a robot; learner as a value which 

comes to light slowly.  

Active learning requires a special framework like: an adequate learning environment, 

deep knowledge about cognitive and meta-cognitive process into students’ mind, correct didactic 

strategy. Adequate learning environment means: a prior instruction, suitable atmosphere for 

collaborative, work, authentic scholarly content, solid previous knowledge, suitable technology. 

Specialists suggest us some approaches in active learning: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passive_learning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passive_learning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Student-centered
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• Learning through discovery (Jerome Bruner), learners discover ideas with the help of 

situations provided by the teacher; 

• Learning through meaningful reception (David Ausubel) which emphasizes the previous 

knowledge as a key factor in learning; 

•  “Think it through!” which gives close attention and thinking deeply about new 

information; 

• “Make and Use Associations!” focuses on techniques for organizing, storing, and 

retrieving information; 

and some activities: 

• A class discussion – focuses on critically, constructively and intelligently approach; 

• A think-pair-share – discuss in small groups and then share it in large group; 

• A learning cell – pairs of students study and learn together; 

• A short written exercise – one minute paper; 

• A collaborative learning group – tasks on groups; 

• A student debate – giving arguments for their opinions; 

• Learning by teaching – students teach lesson; 

• Gallery walk – students visit arranged places to find out information.   

How can I use active learning in Geography, for example? 

• Use collaborative learning groups and learning cells for some sequences of lessons, in 

specially when we study continents or countries; 

• Use gallery walk when we study elements of vegetation and fauna in different areas; 

• Use learning through discovery, using different types of maps, when we study relief, 

hydrography, towns in some areas; 

• Use learning by teaching for lessons which have a well known algorithm. Knowing the 

lesson’s steps, students can use information from books, maps, internet, filling the plan;   

• Use virtual trips for some applicative lessons.  

 

General evaluation and formative assessment 

Evaluation in school is ”a process of acquiring information about the activity of 

students and teachers, about their results, about the educational programme in order to use this 

information for thinking out opinions, appreciations, assessments in order to adopt future 

decisions.”   (Terry Tenfrink). Evaluation is a continuous process which accompanies the 

learning. 

 Evaluation has some different functions: informative – gives information about the 

process and participants; formative – supports the learners, facilitates and motivates the learning 

and brings evidence about the process; normative – makes hierarchies according to some social 

and educational standards. 

 In our point of view, the formative function has a great role in the development of 

students’ personality. It has important advantages: accompanies the learning; supports the 

learning; guides the learning; motivates the learning; implies the involvement of learners; helps 

the learners. 

 Some specialists speak about formative valencies of alternative methods and use of ICT 

means during the evaluation process. They recognize the role of these methods in stimulating 

active involvement of students during the process making them more conscious about their own 
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responsibility. They assure a better appling of knowledge and assist the practice of individual 

capacity and skills and help a better understanding and integration of knowledge in different 

practices. New methods can facilitate an interactive approach of teaching – learning process 

focussing on individual treatment according to individual needs and giving value to every 

creative potential. Some admit the new methods dishearten speculative practices which follow an 

 easy learning, also diminish the factor of stress.

 Some alternative methods of evaluation widely recognized: Portopholio; Conceptual 

maps; Project; Reflexive diary; 3-2-1 technic; R.A.I. method; Case study; Practical task; 

Systematic observation of student’s activity; Individual sheet of observation investigation; 

 Assessment by ICT means; Use of eLearning platforms.

Use of ICT means and electronic platforms in teaching Geography (Figures 1, 2, 3, 4): 

 
  Fig. 1 Seterra programme start   Fig. 2 Electronic test 

 
  Fig. 3 Geographic puzzle   Fig. 4 Using an interactive map 

Conclusions 

Specialists say there are two fundamental rules for an efficient and formative assessment: 

1. Build a positive image of evaluation and do not associate it with a failure! 

2. Do not use evaluation for other purpose!  
The adepts of new methods in education admit that ~There isn’t a learning failure but only a teaching 

failure!” 
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